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0 Irhe coast of Maine, much of it knoiMf ffTJowS East, is on 
I the most picturesque areas of the couritry. It is also one of 
ir most rugged coast lines in America, laced with munc^i 
hdg|&p)ays and rivers and dotted with hundreds of islands, 
shoals and reefs. The nooks and crannies of the Down I 
coast, coupled with swift tides, heavy fog and nor’casters, h 
required the utmost in navigationafs kills over the yearsrr?arly 
on our governement recognized that numerous ai4& to naviga¬ 
tion wer€ required to assist the mariw&T:the waters^ 
of Mai ne’s treacherous coast. 

Some of the lighthouses among the Maine coast were the very 
first Bbnstructed in fiW^ll^^ry^ In fact in 1790 the Portland 
Head lighthouse was the second authorized by the new governe¬ 
ment and the Sequin Island station was established shortly there¬ 
after, in 1795. 

Thirty-four of Maine’s sixty-seven light stations were con¬ 
structed by 1852 when the Lighthouse Board took over light¬ 
house operations from the 5 th Auditor of the Treasury. One of 
the first changes the new board made was to replace the existing 
inadequate lantern rooms and lenses with state of the art lanterns 
and French Fresnel lenses. In the 1870s the Lighthouse Service 
replaced all the inadequate keepers dwellings, but many of the 
old towers constructed in the early years of the 19th century 
remained unchanged. 

Maine’s light stations ranged from small single family stations 
located on small islands or along the coast to multi-family island 
stations situated far off-shore and out of touch with civilization. 
Today, although automated, most of Maine’s light stations 
remain. Stations with colorful names like Moose Peak, Great 
Duck Island, Owls Head and Cuckolds still provide a light to 
assist the mariner steer a safe course and often sound a fog signal 
to help him grope his way through the fog. 



























Cape Neddick 
Light Station 


o ne of the most popt 
stations in the United Sta 
Cape Neddick is often m 
as The Nubble as it is^| 
a “nubble” of an outc^H 
off-shore near York. iHHI 
is rather new, by Maine li 
house standards, having 1 


Pg just 
ration 


ra^^pteric I 8 Os frame hons 

with a generic cast fl||l||j|wer 
nearby. Directly acr^^Bm the 
station is a parking l^^Bich 
apparently was a good spot for 
young people to “park^^^Brk 
as they viewed the flashes of 
light. The station was autt^^^J 
in 1987 and transferred to t^H 
Town of York, which now maim 
tains the area with a beautiful 
park, gift shop and restrooms. 
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N Boon 


Light 


Whaleback 
Light Station 


six miles oil 
Maine’s south* 
tion and a major off-shl 
navigational he station,! 

£.. _hdiifjacua llwept E 

anything^* hospitable tj 


^Maine, Boon 
f st light sta- 
t aid to 
led on a. low 
|sl; 
trlv 


d on a low 
land, was 
/ mariners. 


ijtes survive aflHiw the dan- 
geirqusjiwc received th^^^Be “Boon.” 
On^^vhas a ship w J|g|iB crew building 
^ fire .after bein^^^Ked on the rock 
n682/The signal was seen on shore and 
they were'feiAyg^^^^m” to those 
sailors. 

It has l^en reported that a wooden bea- 

_ "n the island as early as 

1799. It was washed away by a winter 
~ l^^as was a subsequent stone daymark. 
Finally in 1811 a 25 foot high stone tower 
was erected, tended by a keeper. Within the 
first five years three keepers resigned due to 
the harsh conditions and loneliness. The 
tower was destroyed by the sea in 1831. A 
56 foot high stone tower was erected 
shordy after that and destroyed in 1851. 
The existing 137 foot granite tower was 
erected in 1855 and is the tallest lighthouse 
tower in Maine. The station was automated 
in 1979 and most of the buildings have 
been destroyed by storms. 


An 1829 a 39 foot high 
stone tower was constructed 
on Whaleback Rock at the 
entrance to Portsmouth Har¬ 
bor. It cost almost $20,000, 
which was a great deal of 
money in those days. The 
tower was poorly constructed 
and inspector I.W.P. Lewis 
stated, “. . . reflects disgrace 
upon the architect.” The sea 
undermined the tower and it 
leaked. By 1842 the tower 
was in danger of collapsing. 
However, the new Lighthouse 
Board installed a new lantern 
on the tower in 1855. Finally, 
the tower was in such a dete¬ 
riorated state that it was 
replaced by the present tower 
in 1872, the old tower 
remained alongside the new 
one until 1880 when it was 















Cape Elizabeth Light 
Station 


This station was established in 1811 as a 
stone daymark. In 1828 two*56 foot high 
octagonal towers were constructed, 900 feet 
apart at a cost of $4,250. The double lights 
helped distinguish this station from nearby 
Portland Head. Cape Elizabeth was more of a 
coastal aid to navigation than Portland Head. 
In 1855 3rd order lenses were installed in the 
towers and these were replaced by 2nd order 
lenses in 1858. The stone towers remained 
unpainted until 1865 when the eastern tower 
was painted with four red horizontal bands 
and the west tower was painted white with a 
single vertical red stripe. 

In 1874 the stone towers were replaced 
with two 67 foot high cast iron conical tow¬ 
ers on square bases, 923 feet apart. Wooden 
frame houses with covered passageways were 
connected to each tower and a head keeper’s 
house was constructed between the two. In 
1924 the west tower was discontinued and 
since then both the middle keeper’s house 
and that attached to the west tower were 


Portland 

Breakwater 

Lighthouse 


In 1855 a small octagonal wootjes tower 
with a 5th order lens was erected at the end 
of the breakwater in Portland’s Harbor. % 
cost $3,500. This first light was probably 
unattended. In 1875 a new metal 23 foot | 
high tower replaced the original. It resemble! 
an ancient Greek tower'and is the only one of 
its kind in this jjSiintty. A two room wooden 
keeper’s house was constructed next to the 
tower in 1897, enlarged in 1902, and 
removed in 1935 when the aid was automat¬ 
ed. The charming little tower was donated to 
the City of Portland in 1968. 


razed. Today the east house is a private resi¬ 
dence and the western tower is privately 
owned and associated with a modern house, 
at one time owned by Gary Merrill. The 
Coast Guard still owns the east tower and 
maintains a modern optic in the lantern 
room. An old fog signal building exists on 
the beach south of the east tower. 
















Goat Island 
Light Station 

The 28 foot high rubble 
stone tower was constructed 
on Goat Island in 1833. The 
present tower dates from 
1859. The station was auto¬ 
mated in 1991. The station 
led a rather quiet life, its 
claim to fame being that it 
often appeared on national 
news casts as a back drop to 
one of the major networks 
anchors reporting on Presi¬ 
dent Bush when he was at his 
Kennebunkport home. 
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Wood Island Light 


One of Maine’s oldest light stations 
is on Wood Island. It was established 
in 1808jand rebuilt in 1839 as a 
white Vashed stone tower and again 
inl858 asa50 foot tall tower, 
which exists today. In 1967 the 
Coast GulMjreraaved tbe lantern 
and old lens and installed' a 
modern aero-beacon. However, 
after public outhpy, the Coast 
Guard installed a new lantern 
loom on the towtft; The sta¬ 
tion was automat^Ma 1986, 
one of the last to be automated 
in Maine. A large duplex and 
fog signal building remain. 


Station 












Portland Head 

o ne of Americas most 

famous lighthouses, the first 
built in Maine and the second 
authorized by the new govern¬ 
ment in 1790, Portland Head 
is famous among lighthouse 
photographers. It is certainly 
one of the top ten pho¬ 
tographed in this country. The 
lighthouse is actually more of a 
harbor lighthouse, rather than 
a major seacoast beacon. It was 
completed in 1791 and was 
initially 58 feet high. Eventual¬ 
ly this proved too low, so it was 
raised 14 feet. Then in 1864 it 
was raised again to 80 feet and 
a 2nd order Fresnel lens 
installed. In 1883 the tower 
was reduced in height and a 
4th order lens installed. Then, 
strangely enough, in 1885 they 
raised the height back 20 feet 
to its present height of 80 feet 
and returned the 2nd order 
lens. In spite of serving faith¬ 
fully, several vessels were ship 
wrecked in the vicinity and 
one, the Annie Maguire, went 
aground right at the foot of the 
tower in 1886. 

Today Portland Head light sta¬ 
tion is owned by the Town of 
Cape Elizabeth. They have 
installed a gift shop in the 
garage and created a first class 
museum on the first floor of 
the keepers dwelling. The 
lighthouse is located on the 
grounds of beautiful Ft. 
Williams State Park. 




























Kennebec River 
ns 

In 1898 the Lighthouse Service constructed 
light stations along the Kennebec 
to mark the way to Bath and its grow¬ 
ing ship building industry. Although there 
was an unattended light at Fort Popham, the 
first lighthouse the mariner encounters after 
entering the river, and passing Pond Island, is 
Perkins Island, next comes Squirrel Point, the 
Doubling Point Range and Doubling Point 
Light stations. With the exception of Dou¬ 
bling Point Range, all the stations are of the 
same design; shingled, wooden, octagon tow¬ 
ers with 5th order lenses, small frame keepers 
quarters, a boat house, small barn, oil house 
and fog bell house. They are all located on 
the right (north) side of the river. The Dou¬ 
bling Point Range is located at an important 
bend in the river and shows the mariner the 
center of the channel as he approaches the 
bend. Between the Doubling Point Range 
and the Doubling Point Lighthouse (around 
the bend) is the Fiddler’s Reach Fog Signal, a 
pyramidal wooden fog signal tended by the 
keeper of the range lights. 


Squirrel Point Light 


Perkins Island Light 






























In 1874 a daymark was erected on this 
dangerous rock. But winter storms contin¬ 
ued to destroy the aid to navigation. In 
1886 a bell buoy was established off the 
* rock to warn mariners, but it proved inade¬ 
quate. Finally, in 1892 a half round brick 
fog signal station was constructed on the I 
rock and furnished with a reed trumpet. A 
dwelling was constructed attached to the fog 
signal building. The lantern room and a lens 
was added to the fog signal building in 
1907, and has produced a gro,up flash white 
characteristic ever since. The station was 
automated in 1974. In the 1880’s a winter 
storm washed the keeper’s dwelling off the 
rock and into Boothbay Harbor. Today only 
the fog signal building, surmounted by the 
lantern, and a helicopter platform for servic¬ 
ing personnel remain. 


Hendricks Head Light Station 

This light station was established on a point of land at the entrance to Sheepscot Bay. It 
was constructed in 1829 as a tower on a stone house. The present 39 foot high brick tower 
and keeper’s dwelling were constructed in 1875. A small bell fog signal house was also built 
in that year and connected to the dwelling and the tower by a covered walkway. An oil 
house and boat house completed the station. In 1914 the station was discontinued and 
sold to a private party. However, over the years the local fishermen stressed a need 
for a lighted aid at the location and the Coast Guard obtained permission from 
the private owner to place a lens in the tower, 
where it remains as an oper¬ 
ational aid today. In 
recent years the sta¬ 
tion was purchased 
by new owners 
and completely 
restored. 








Seguim bland 


This light station, the highest above 
water in Maine, is also one of the most 
famous in .Maine. The remote island is 
home to til only light station in Maine 
with a 1st order lens. Originally construct¬ 
ed in 1795, Seguin is the second oldest sta¬ 
tion to be established in the state. The first 
Ltower was wooden and cost $6,300, which 
included the keepers dwelling. In 1819 a 
30 foot high stone tower replaced the origi¬ 
nal at a cost of $2,500. The present 53 foot 
high granite tower was constructed in 1857 
for $35,000 and it was fitted with the fixed 
1st order lens presently employed. The sta¬ 
tion has had several fog signals over the 
years, including a bell, steam whistle, dia- 
phone and diaphragm. Seguin was auto¬ 
mated in 1965. In recent years a group 
called Friends of Seguin Island (located in 
Georgetown, Maine) have been caring for 
the proif^tty and providing tours during 
the summer months. \ 



Pond bland 
Light Station 



I^>nd Island Light Station 
was established on a small 
islet at the entrance to the 
Kennebec River in 1821, 
making it one of the older 
Maine stations. The original 
tower and house were con¬ 
structed of slate cut from 
stone on the island. In 1855 
a 20 foot conical brick tower 
with an attached wooden 
house replaced the original. 
The lighthouse was automat¬ 
ed in 1960 and sometime 
after that the wooden keep¬ 
er’s dwelling was razed. Today 
only the tower with it’s auto¬ 
mated light and fog signal 
remain. 
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Light Station 


One of the most beautifully situated light¬ 
houses in Maine, Pemaquid Point was estab¬ 
lished in 1827. It sits perched at the top of a 
series of long, almost horizontal sheets of 
granite. The original tower was replaced in 
1835 and in the 1850’s the present lantern 
was installed with a 4th order lens. In 1897 a 
small brick fog bell signal house was con¬ 
structed in front of the keepers dwelling. A 
tall, thin, weight tower can still be seen next 
to the bell house. When the weights descend¬ 
ed they powered an automatic fog bell 
machine in the small house. Occasionally a 
cam would let loose a sledge hammer which 
went through a small slit in the wall and 
struck a fog bell hanging on the seaward side 
of the house. 

The station was automated in 1934 and 
transferred to the Town of Bristol, which 
maintains a Fishermens Museum in the lower 
portion of the dwelling. The second floor is a 
rental unit whose occupants act as caretakers 
for the property. Visitors are warned to stay 
clear of the long sweeps of granite as an occa¬ 
sional rogue wave has plucked an unwary 
stroller from the rocks. 




























Rock 
Station^ 


Matinicus Rock Light Station 

is one of Maine’s most famous 
ligRrslations. It i^^xone of 
the most desoMHHkcated 
some 25 miles from the nearest 

port, it lies midway between 

Monhcga n un t 

Desert Rock and win-ideal 
location for a major seacoast 
light, although not ideal for the 
families who have had to reside 
there over the years. In 1827 the 
government decided to establish 
a light station on this barren, 
jagged rock, one of the most 
isolated on the entire Atlantic 
seaboard. The rock covers about 
thirty-nine acres at low tide and 
is inaccessible except during fair 
weather and smooth seas. 

The original structure consisted of a stone 
dwelling with wooden towers on each end. 
The station displayed two fixed lights to help 
distinguish it from the single fixed light on 
Mount Desert to the north. In 1846 light¬ 
house inspector I.W.P. Lewis suggested that 
the towers be elevated (to enable a more pow¬ 
erful 1st order Fresnel lens to be seen at a 
greater distance). A new granite dwelling 
with granite towers was constructed. Howev¬ 
er, old style reflector systems were installed in 
the new towers, doing little to increase the 
range, which had been far less than the adver¬ 
tised range of 14 miles. 

When the Lighthouse Board was estab¬ 
lished in 1852, Matinicus Rock was studied 
for improvement. Although the Board real¬ 
ized that improvements in the optics were 
needed, they had numerous stations to refit, 
plus they found the most pressing need to be 
the addition of a fog signal at this station. A 
study showed that Matinicus Rock experi¬ 
enced over 1,700 hours of fog a year. After a 


short period of using a fog bell, the Service 
installed a steam fog signal. Finally, in 1857 
the two towers attached to the dwelling were 
reduced to the height of the roof of the house 
and two new granite towers were constructed 
separate from the keepers house and 180 feet 
apart. New 3rd order Fresnel lenses, display¬ 
ing a fixed white light, were installed in both 
towers and this double tower station 
remained as such well into the 20th century, 
the last double tower station to remain opera¬ 
tional. 

But Matinicus Rock Light Station is proba¬ 
bly best known for Abbie Burgess. Young 
Abbie acted as an assistant keeper when her 
dad, Samuel, was ashore or off on fishing 
trips. She also cared for her invalid mother 
and three siblings. In January 1856, when 
Abbie was 17 years old, her father took the 
station boat to the mainland to obtain sup¬ 
plies. During his absence a raging nor’easter 
blew in, cutting him off from returning to 
the island. The storm was of such strength 










that the old dwelling was completely razed as 
the water swept over the rock. The new 
dwelling was flooded. For four weeks the 
storm raged off and on, and prevented Keep¬ 
er Burgess from returning. Abbie went about 
caring for her family ^nd maintaining the 
optics in the two toWCfSi At one point she 
even rescued all but one of the hens from the 
chicken coop, which was destroyed shortly 
thereafter. During the spring of the next yean, 
another storm lashed the station while the 
keeper was ashore. After a considerable 
amount of time the station supplies began to 
run low. The young son fashioned a sail to a 
station boat and struck out for the mainland. 
He wasn’t seen for 21 days and the four girls 
and mother were reduced to hen’s eggs and 
corn meal and were forced to seek shelter in 
one of the towers wro&itbe house was inun¬ 
dated. In later years Abbie married the son of 
a replacement keeper and went on to assist 
him tending the Whitehead Island station. 


Franklin 
Island Light 
Station 


p 



(Constructed in 1804 at 
the entrance to Muscongus 
Bay, the Franklin Island sta¬ 
tion is one of the oldest in 
Maine. The original tower 
was rebuilt in 1830 as a coni¬ 
cal stone tower and the pre¬ 
sent 41 foot tall, brick tower 
was constructed in 1855. In 
1934 the station was auto¬ 
mated and the personnel 
removed. In 1967 the keep¬ 
er’s house was razed. Today 
only the tower remains. 
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Rockland Breakwater 
Lighthouse 

The first light established on the Rockland 
Breakwater was a small unattended minor 
aid to navigation. It consisted of a pair of 
vertical red lights which denotes an 
obstruction. As the Army Corp of Engi¬ 
neers extended the breakwater the lights 
were relocated to always mark the end 
of the breakwater. Finally, in 1901 the 
breakwater was completed and a keeper’s 
dwelling with attached tower was con¬ 
structed. A 4th order lens was installed 
along with a Reed Trumpet fog signal. In 1965 a 
modern optic was installed and the station was automat¬ 
ed. In the early 1990’s the Coast Guard spent a consider¬ 
able sum of money to replace the slate roof with new 
slate, sand blast and paint the structure. The public can 
walk the mile long breakwater to the lighthouse, but it is 
not open to the public. 


Indian Island 
Lighthouse 

L cated at the entrance 
to the Port of Rockport, 
Indian Island station was 
established in 1850 as the 
Beauchamp Point Light. It 
was discontinued in the 
1860’s and rebuilt in 1875 
and named Indian Island 
Light Station after the small 
islet on which it is located. 
The station was discontinued 
in 1935 as an economy mea¬ 
sure during the Great 
Depression and sold to a pri¬ 
vate party. Today it is a sum¬ 
mer home and the station 
still contains the 36 foot 
square brick tower, attached 
to the dwelling, a barn and 
an oil house. 






























Whitehead Light Station is one of the oldest sta¬ 
tions in Maine having been established in 1802. In 
1832, $6,000 was appropriated to construct the cur¬ 
rent 41 foot conical, granite tower. A new lantern was 
added in 1852 when a Fresnel lens was installed. Original¬ 
ly a bell fog signal was installed at this station. It was replaced by 
a steam powered whistle in 1869 and that signal was replaced by an air 
powered diaphragm in 1933. The station was automated in 1982 and the fog signal 
changed to an electronic horn. Most of the buildings of this station remain, including a school- 
house. Maine’s famous lighthouse heroine, Abbie Burgess was stationed here for many years. 


Whitehead Light Station 



Established in 1857, this 

station served as an entrance 
aid to Tenants Harbor, 

Maine. Along with Marshall 
Point, Two Bush Island and 
Whitehead, they served as a 
chain of lights assisting 
mariners to navigate the coast 
into Penobscot Bay. In 1934 
the Lighthouse Service closed 
the station and it was sold to 
a private party. For many 
years it has been owned by 
artist Andrew Wyeth and his 
wife, Betsy. Recently they 
gave it to their son, Jamie. 



Marshall Point 

Located at Port Clyde, Maine, Marshall Point 
was an important light station to the local fisher¬ 
men and mariners engaged in the lumber trade. 
The station was established in 1832. The keep¬ 
er’s house was struck by lightning in 1894 and 
rebuilt around 1895 in the Colonial Revival 
style. The present tower, a small stone 30 foot 
high structure, was constructed in 1858. 

After WWII the Coast Guard established a 
LORAN-A (electronic aid to navigation) station 
at Marshall Point. In the 1960’s the old pyrami¬ 
dal fog bell house was torn down. In the 1970’s 
the light was automated and in 1981 the 
LORAN station was discontinued and aban¬ 
doned. Shortly thereafter the St. George Histori¬ 
cal Society petitioned for the station and it was 
transferred to that Society in 1988. They spent 
several years restoring the old keeper’s house and 
today the first floor is a museum dedicated to 
the lighthouse keepers and the local fishing 
industry. The second floor contains a caretaker 
apartment. A long gone summer kitchen was 
replicated next to the house. The Coast Guard 
still maintains a light in the tower and a small 
electronic fog signal. 
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Monhegan Island Light Station 

Constructed in 1824, this station is one of 
the important off shore light stations along the 
Maine coast. The gray stone conical tower 
originally contained a multi-lamp system 
backed by reflectors on a revolving frame, 
which produced an alternating red and white S': 
flash. This was the first use of a colored light in 
Maine and one of the few rotating optics in 
this era. 

In 1850 the tower was reconstructed and in 
1857 received a new lantern room and Fresnel 
lens. 

Monhegan Island has always had a fishing 
village and for most of the 19th and 20th cen¬ 
tury has been a summer resort. Due to the 
high incidence of fog, a fog signal on Mon¬ 
hegan Island has been as important as the 
light. Because the lighthouse is on a high peak 
right in the middle of the island, it is not the 
ideal location for a signal and several locations 
and types of signal were used over the years. 

In 1855 a 2,500 pound fog bell was estab¬ 
lished on the island and legend has it that the 
keeper would employ local boys to ring the 
bell during periods of fog or reduced visibility. 

In 1870 the Lighthouse Service declared the 
signal inadequate and established a Daboll 
Trumpet (steam powered) fog signal on 
Manana Island, 1/2 mile off Monhe 
But this > 9*^uigement didn’t prov 
and a steam powered whistle si 
installed next to m^^^Khegaf 
However, the signal mnoo far 
to be effective and the Serv^H 
obtaining title to suitable I^H 
So eventually the fog sign^f 
on Manana Island. The nfl 
whistle proved inadequat^" 
dent for the district repoi^H 
low and the sound maske^^ 
hills. A better site cannot o| 
of the difficulty of obtainin 
is therefore proposed to repl . 
with a hot air trumpet raisinglH__ 
enough to overcome the difficulq^M_ 
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Grindle Point 

The Grindle Point Light 
Station is located at Gilkey 
Harbor, a port of Isleboro 
Township and right next to 
the ferry dock. The station 
was established in 1851 with 
a lantern erected on the roof 
of a red brick dwelling. The 
present 38 foot brick tower 
was constructed in 1874 
when a 1,000 pound fog bell 
was installed. In 1935 the 
station was given to the Town 
of Islesboro and the light 
placed on a nearby tower. 

The town created a maritime 
museum in the old quarters. 
In 1987 the town convinced 
the Coast Guard to relocate 
their small automated light 
back in the tower. A small 
fog bell presently at the sta¬ 
tion is on loan from the 
Shore Village Museum in 
Rockland, Maine. 
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id Light Station 
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sibly due to the first 
African Americ an, 
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of the island being an 
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is Curtis, founder of 
>any of the Saturday 
and a noted philanthropist, 
ition, guiding vessels into 
ior, was established in 
of the present 38 foot 
high conical stone tower. In the 1850’s the 
lantern room was replaced with the present 
lantern and ^4th order Fresnel lens was 

:ing dwelling probably dates 
n 1935 the light was 
ite to green, which it is 
ration was automated. In 
island (and station) was 
town of Camden. 



















Browns Head Lighthouse 

Browns Head Lighthouse was established in 1832 
with a short cylindrical tower attached to a crude keep¬ 
er’s dwelling. The station guards the extern entrance to 
the Fox Island Thorofare. The Lighthouse Board rebuilt 
the station with a more suitable quarters and a 28 foot 
high brick tower in 1857. For many years a bell fog sig¬ 
nal was sounded during periods of reduced visibility. 
The station was automated in 1987 and the quarters 
licensed to the town of Vinal Haven. 


One of Maine’s few caisson struc¬ 
tures, Goose Rocks was constructed in 
1890 in the channel between Vinal 
Haven and North Haven Islands. This 
is a major navigation channel between 
the islands and used by vessels enter¬ 
ing Penobscot Bay from the Deer 
Island Thorofare and the open ocean. 
The channel is called Fox Islands 
Thorofare because North Haven & 
Vinal Haven used to be called North 
and South Fox Island. 

The cast iron caisson and tower was 
an unaccompanied station. That is, 
the keeper’s families lived ashore and 
the keepers rotated their times on and 
off the lighthouse. The red light has a 
white sector up and down channel. As 
the mariner approaches the lighthouse 
he tries to keep his vessel in the white 
sector, which means he is in the chan¬ 
nel. If he sees red that means he is 
sailing out of the channel. 

The station was automated in 1963. 
In recent years the Coast Guard com¬ 
pletely refurbished the lighthouse. 


Goose Rocks 
















Eagle Hand 
Lighthouse 



Board vt 
reflectoi 


Eagle Island Lighthouse was estab¬ 
lished in 1839 when the present 
t high granite tower was 
Structed. Originally, like all 
i lighthouses before 
e optic consisted of a 
n backed by 
fter the Lighthouse 
created in 1852, the 
Were replaced with a 
4th ord ajM ins (in 1858) and a 
new lantern was installed. A fog 
h^ll was added in the 1880’s. In 
1959 the light was automated, the 
bell discontinued and the keeper’s 
hpiliptorn down. Today the tower 
supports an automated solar powered 
lens. The old wooden pyramidal fog bell 
tower can still be seen in front of the 
tower. Log bell structures, such as this, are 
becoming a rare breed as many have been 
torn down over the years or are in a dilapi¬ 
dated condition. 




Pumpkin 

Island 

Located at the west end 
of Eggemoggin Reach, 
Pumpkin Island Light Sta¬ 
tion is situated on a small 
rocky islet. It was construct¬ 
ed in 1854 to assist mariners 
navigating between Penob¬ 
scot Bay and various ports 
“Down,East.” The station 
was discontinued in 1935 
and has been a private resi¬ 
dence ever since. 


/ 


















Station 


The station was established on the Hock- 
amock Head of Swans Island, off Mount 
Desert island, in 1872 as rear light of a range 
light station. However, the loss of a vessel 
using the range in 1885 proved the range was 
a hindrance to navigation. After that wreck 
the front light was discontinued and the 
front tower was later torn down. In 1977 a 
small automatic light was established on a 
steel tower on the grounds and the lighthouse 
t discontinued. However, due to complaints of 
the mariners, the lighthouse was relighted in 
||J978 as an automated light, 
li The strange name apparently came about 
^fcdien an American chart maker took the 
, name from a French chart which named it 

Cote (French for Burnt Hill) mistaking 
the Cote for “Coat”. 

Saddleback Ledge 

One of the wave swept coastal stations in 
Maine, Saddleback Ledge is a small rocky islet 
located between Isle Au Haut and Vinal Haven 
Islands. The gray granite conical tower was 
erected in 1839 and one of the few from that 
era not totally rebuilt by the Lighthouse Board. 
It was described by lighthouse inspector I.W. P. 
Lewis in his 1843 report on the state of light¬ 
houses as, “. . . the only one ever erected in New 
England by an architect and engineer”. The 
original reflector lamp system was replaced by a 
5th order lens in 1856 and a 4th order lens in 
1905. A lens larger than a 4th order wouldn’t 
improve the range of the light due to the rela¬ 
tively short 41 foot tower. 

Like many lighthouses located in major water 
fowl fly ways, the fixed light characteristic of 
Saddleback Ledge attracts birds. It is reported 
that in February 1927 120 birds struck the 
lantern on one night! Because of this, many 
lighthouses in fly ways have a protective screen 
placed around the lantern rooms. Saddleback 
Ledge was automated in 1954. 









Deer Island 
Thorofare 

Deer Island 
Thorofare 
Lighthouse, 
also called 
Mark Island 
after the small islet 
on which it is located. 
The station is strategically 
located at the confluence 
of two major waterways. It 
was constructed in 1857 as 
a 4th order light, the fog signal was added 
in 1884. The station, which consisted of a 
brick tower attached to the keepers house, 
caught fire in 1959. What remained of the 
wooden residence was removed and the 
tower automated. Today it displays a flash¬ 
ing white light and has a small electronic 
fog signal. 


Point or Isle Au Haut in the 
Acadia National Park, this 
station is one of the newer 
in Maine, having been con¬ 
structed in 1907. In 1934 
the small tower, connected 
to shore with a walkway, 
was automated and the lens 
downgraded to a 5th order. 
The Dutch Colonial keep¬ 
er’s house was sold to a pri¬ 
vate party. Today Jeff and 
Judy Burke operate the 
Keeper’s House as a bed 
and breakfast inn. The 
house has no electricity and 
the meals are cooked on a 
wood fired stove. There are 
no vehicles on Isle Au 
Haut. Visitors reach the 
island and Keeper’s House 
by mail boat. 
































Bass Harbor 
Light Station 

Right around the corner 
from Bear Island, on the 
south tip of Mt. Desert 
Island is Bass Harbor 
Lighthouse. The station 
was established by the 
Lighthouse Board in 1858 
and equipped with a 5th 
order lens. The Lighthouse 
Service upgraded the lens 
to 4th order in 1900. 
Although automated in 
1964, it is the residence of 
a Coast Guard officer who 
is stationed nearby and the 
grounds are off-limits to 
the public. However, there 
is a public parking lot and 
trails which enable you to 
take great photographs. It is 
a popular tourist attraction 
in Acadia National Park. 



Blue Hill Bay Light Station 


Blue Hill Bay Light Station is located on 
tiny Green Island and sits at the junction of 
several waterways. The 27 foot high tower is 
one of the shortest towers in New England. 


The single family station was established in 
1856 and automated in 1935. It is presently 
unlighted and a private residence. 










fount Desert Rock Light Station 


Located 20 miles off the mainland and 17 
miles from Mount Desert Island, is one of 
the most remote light stations in the country. 
The island is a low granite rock only 20 feet 
high and devoid of any vegetation. During 
the 19th century keepers would bring barrels 
of earth out to the rock from the mainland 
and place it in crevices. The wives would 
plant flowers and some vegetables in the dirt, 
but the first winter storm which swept over 
the rock would wash the dirt away. Keepers 
reported that seas would occasionally wash, 
or move, huge boulders across the rock. One 
was measured to be 18 feet long, 14 feet wide 
and 6 feet thick. On one occasion a boulder 
weighing about 75 tons was moved 60 feet 
along the rock. 

The station was established in 1830 as a 
small wooden tower affixed to the top of the 
keeper’s house, just 56 feet above the sea. 


Eventually the service realized that a more 
substantial and taller, gray granite, conical 
tower was needed at this location. A taller 
tower would enable the light to be seen at a 
greater distance. In 1855, $10,000 was 
authorized for the construction of a new 
tower, which was completed in 1857. In 
1876, a new one and a half story dwelling 
was constructed for additional keepers. This 
was required due to the establishment of the 
steam fog signal. In 1893 the original 
dwelling was replaced by a new one. 

The station has been automated for several 
years. But members of the Fish & Wildlife 
Service reside on the islet, studying the 
numerous types of sea birds which nest there. 
Although automated, the Mount Desert 
Rock tower still flashes its warning out to sea 
and shows the mariner the way into French¬ 
man’s and Blue Hill Bays. 










Egg Rock 
Lighthouse 

In 1875 the Lighthouse 
Board constructed a light¬ 
house on barren Egg Rock in 
the center of the entrance to 
Frenchman Bay. The station 
consists of a square two story 
building, with a tower in the 
center of the roof, and a fog 
signal building. Egg Rock sta¬ 
tion was automated in 1976, 
the lantern room removed, 
and modern aero-beacons 
installed. The local mariners 
complained about the appear¬ 
ance and in 1986 the Coast 
Guard placed an aluminum 
lantern back on the tower. 

M 


newer light stations, Great 
established in 1890. Given its 
location off Mt. Desert Island, it is 
station wasn’t established 

of a small 
dwellings 
5th 

4th order 

in 1900. One interesting aspect of this 
station was the fact that the island, occupied 
only by the keepers and families, had its own 
schoolhouse. On most isolated stations either 
teacher was assigned for the school year and 
used a room in one of the buildings for a 
school room, or the children boarded out 
ashore during the school year. But in 1902 

arrived with 16 children. 
12 children on the 
fully petitioned 
was constructed in 
daughters, Rena, 
became the tea^Her and taught on the island. 
The schoolhouse was closed in 1912 when 
Reed departed for the Nash Island station. 
Today most of the buildings are gone and the 
small tower has an automated light. The 
island is now a bird sanctuary. 















Nash Island Light 
Station 

The lighthouse is situated on a 
small islet located halfway between 
the Moose Peak and Petit Manan sta¬ 
tions. It was established in 1838, 
when a 31 foot high rubble stone 
tower and crude keepers dwelling 
were constructed. The tower was 
replaced by the present square 34 
foot high tower in 1873 along with a 
new dwelling. Until 1946 the tower 
displayed a red light. In that year it 
was changed to flashing white and 
the 1,200 pound fog bell was discon¬ 
tinued. The station was discontinued 
in 1981, replaced by a lighted buoy 
off shore, and all the structures but 
the tower were razed. 


Petit Manan Light 


Station 


A 32 foot high rubble stone tower was constructed on 
Petit Manan Island in 1817. This station is one of the 
major seacoast stations in Maine. The technology of 
the Fresnel lenses, which the Lighthouse Board brought 
into this country in the 1850’s, were superior to the 
reflector system Replaced. Howesfef, to enable the 
light to be seen further, it was necessary to construct 
taller towers (to reach over the pirvatute of the earth). 
Such was the case at Petit Manan. In 1855 a 119 foot 
tall granite tower was constructed and a 2nd order 
Fresnef lens installed. The characteristic wa^a’rai^ FVF 
(Fixed white light Yaried with a flash every two min¬ 
utes). 

In 1869 the table holding the weights which powered 
the clockworks mechanism ofijflie lens parted, causing 
the weights to fall and breal^SjSf the cast lronsteps of 
the staircase. In 188t the tower developed cracks due 
to heavy winds. Today ^M /An see the tie rods and 
support cables which were installed in that year to sup-„. 
port the thin tower. The 2nd order lens was removed 
when the station was automated in 1972. It is now on 
display in the Shore Village Museum in Rockland, 
Maine. 











Prospect 

Harbor 


O riginally this station 
was established in 1848. A 35 
foot high rubble stone tower 
displaying a fixed white light 
was constructed. The light 
was considered unnecessary 
for the needs of navigation 
and discontinued in 1865. In 
1870 the Lighthouse Service 
changed its mind and re¬ 
established the light fitting it 
with a 5th order lens. The 
present 38 foot high wooden 
tower and attached keeper’s 
house was constructed in 
1891, using the old lens. The 
station was automated in 
1934 and is presently located 
on Navy property. 


Winter Harbor Point 






















































West Quoddy Head 

West Quoddy Head is one of the more ; 
famous light stations in Maine, probably 
because of the red and white candy stripes. 
The station is also the easternmost light¬ 
house on the mainland of the United 
States. The first tower of the West Quoddy 
Head Light was a 59-foot-tall wooden 
white washed structure constructed in 
1808. The present tower was constructed 
in 1858, and its 15 red and white stripes 
are unique in America. America’s first fog 
signal, a bell, was established at this station 
in 1820. West Quoddy Head Light Station, 
still displaying a Coast Guard light, is 
presently managed by Maine State Parks 
Department. It was automated in 1988. 




















GjHTHOUSES 

iy Head Light Station 

This Canadian station, also 
known as Head Harbour Light, 
is located on the east end of 
Campobello Island, in New 
Brunswick, right across from 
the American West Quoddy 
Head Station. Like most Cana¬ 
dian stations it is painted red 
and white, but it does sport a 
distinctive red cross on the 
tower. The original 1829 tower 
was replaced with the present 
structure in 1885. 


dHulholland Lighthouse 


Located on the east side 
of the Lubec Channel, this 
typical Candian station 
can be easily viewed from 
Maine. The tower was 
erected in 1885 and 
donated to the Roosevelt 
Campobello International 
Park in 1985. Long auto¬ 
mated, only the tower of 
the station remains and is 
no longer a functioning 
aid to navigation. 


fachias Seal Island 

This two island group is the sub¬ 
ject of a long running dispute 
between Canada and the U.S., 
both countries claim the islands. 

To prove their right to the islands 
the Canadian Coast Guard mans 
the light station on one of the 
islands. The station was first estab¬ 
lished in 1832. The present tower 
was constructed in 1878 and is 
typical of the Candian towers, 
white with a red lantern room. The 
island is home to a large colony of 
puffins and other sea birds. 














Aerd^fittgn - A modern optic or lens oripnafly manufactured for Us9*3TO!rports, 
but also, now, u sed-vhvt he Coast Guard at major seacoast light stations. 


itragals - Vertical metal bars which hold the 
Aero-beacon, lens or opi 


^ ^^rnttations. 
s of the lantern room. 



•articular lighth 
light, lse| 

seconds), equal interval, group 


Patterns include 
ss), period flashes 


Daybeacon - A shape which provides the mariner navigation information during 
daylight hours; red triangle - keep it to the right entering port, green square keep 
e left entering port, etc.) 

- The color or shape of a lighthouse tower, also a daybeacon. 

lal to warn mariners of obstructions or indicate a harbor 
iignals were used over the years; bells, whistles, sirens, 
:cently electronic horns. Wave activated signals include 



Beehive shaped lenses of brass and glass prisms which redirect light 
into horizontal beams. Fresnel lenses come in nine sizes; hyper 
1, 1st thru 6th order and a 3-1/2 order. 

which produces light; oil powered (whale, lard or kerosene) or 


Lantern Room - The metal and glass room placed < 
lens, optic, etc. 


n top of towers to protect the 


Lighthouse - The tower or tower attached to a dwelling which supports an optic 
or lens. 

Light Station - A complex which contains a lighthouse and may also contain 
dwellings, fog signal building, boat house, oil house and other structures. 

Optic — The apparatus used to produce the light (lens, beacon, etc.) 
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